


Jogya as a “center” of Southeast Asian
contemporary art where thousands of artists
pursue their creative explorations in a quite
friendly daily life and conducive environment
should have been able to generate tough artists
who are well-informed regarding the existent
situation in the dynamic of local/global tensions.
But all this requires hard work in infrastructural
and superstructural organization and
management to be coupled with the awareness
and good sense of one’s own potency/capacity
and the practical and technical knowledge of the
global map of contemporary art world. The good
organization and management of such significant
factors will necessarily enable our artists to
regain their self confidence so that they can take
their distinct stances and have the capacity to
compete with artists of the international caliber.

Only by recognizing the borderlines (both
theoretically and pragmatically) crossing which
art works and practices functionally change into
mere commodities can artists begin to re-identify
themselves and their art. Through the ability to
distinguish between “the genuine” and “the
fake”, and compare the two, we can perhaps re-
appreciate “quality”. At least, there will be the
chance to discern a starting point and a guiding
light that in itself is a forward step. This is a
contemporary discourse that seems to have to be
introduced to our artists in order for a “new
social awareness” to form and art as “the fire of
life” to regain its blaze so that artists can
recover from the sickness of possession and from
losing their heads then become themselves again.

Sewon, July 2008

Arahmaiani
Artist based in Yogyakarta.
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